Annex III
JOINT DECLARATION

OF THE FORUM OF THE BLACK SEA BROADCASTING
REGULATORY AUTHORITIES
Istanbul, 30 June 2008

We, the representatives of the Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities of the BSEC Member States: National Council of Radio and Television (NCRT – Republic of Albania), National Commission on Television and Radio (Republic of Armenia), National TV and Radio Council of the Republic of Azerbaijan (NTRC – Republic of Azerbaijan), Council For Electronic Media (CEM – Republic of Bulgaria), National Communications Commission (Georgia), National Council for Radio and Television (NCRTV – Hellenic Republic), the Coordinating Council for Audiovisual (CCA – Republic of Moldova), National Audiovisual Council (CNA – Romania), Federal Service on Supervision in Sphere of Communication and Mass Media of the Russian Federation, the Radio and Television Supreme Council  (RTÜK-Republic of Turkey), National Television and Radio Broadcasting Council of Ukraine,
Acknowledging that with the development of transfrontier nature of broadcasting the need for common standards in broadcasting has been felt among countries,


Taking into consideration that close dialogue and cooperation among regulatory authorities resulted in the establishment of various international platforms among European regulatory authorities, like EPRA (European Platform of Regulatory Authorities) and Mediterranean Network of Regulatory Authorities,

Underlining that since its establishment in 1992 BSEC has realized fruitful cooperation in many areas among its Member States,

Reaffirming that establishment of a Forum among Black Sea Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities would contribute to enhanced co-operation in our region,

Taking into consideration the decisions adopted at the Meeting of BSEC the Working Group on Information and Communication Technologies held in Kyiv on 4-5 December 2007 and the Meeting of the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the BSEC Member States held in Kyiv on 17 April 2008,

Reaffirming that the Charter of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation will be the guiding document of the Forum,
Express our desire:

· To establish and promote regular coordination, communication   and cooperation among each other;
· To provide a forum for exchange of information, opinion  and experiences about common issues of broadcasting;
· To coordinate our work towards enhancing the right to communication, universal access to and freedom of  information, regarding governance and matters of public interest in the region;
· To provide a forum for discussion in a wide variety of contemporary  audiovisual matters, such as protection of cultural diversity of national  societies, enhancing the diversity of cultural expressions in all its forms, including creation, production, distribution/dissemination, authors and neighboring copyrights, access and enjoyment of artistic and literary works in audiovisual media, while ensuring the free flow of ideas and works;
· To coordinate policies to support the protection and promotion of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage of the Member States through awareness raising programmes;
· To carry out regular consultations for  common policies and  measures for contributing to an environment of dialogue and friendship  among the societies of the Member States, especially by promoting content contributing to mutual understanding and discouraging prejudicial and negative profiling  of any nation;
· To  develop and adopt common ethical and cultural  principles and standards for independent, objective,  responsible and accountable broadcasting in the BSEC countries, which should contain  provisions  for   protecting human rights and dignity,  individual privacy, protection of children, freedom of expression, and free flow of ideas,  diversity of cultural expressions,  respecting intellectual property rights, promotion of  democratic debate and participation,  intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding;
· To hold seminars, exhibitions and conferences with the participation of officials, experts, broadcasters, academics and journalists from the BSEC Member States to debate common and contemporary issues, opportunities and challenges of broadcasting.

As the Black Sea Broadcasting Regulatory Authorities, we shall hold annual meetings to review the state of affairs, with regard to progress in light of this Declaration, to conduct exchange of opinions and information on above topics and make recommendations for further cooperation and coordination.
At the end, we agreed to establish a committee of experts in order to elaborate the regulatory documents of the Forum.
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