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LEGAL BASIS
• Law No. 6112 on Establishment and Broadcasting Services of Radio and
Television and the regulation and supervision of radio and television
broadcasts were given to the Radio and Television Supreme Council.
• The Supreme Council of Radio and Television supervises the programs in
accordance with the provisions of the relevant laws after they are
broadcasted. The Supreme Council does not have the authority to intervene
or remove the programs from broadcasting before broadcasting.
• Similarly, there is no authority to intervene in the Supreme Council to
determine what types of programs will be published, in which time zones
and for how long the programs will appear on the screen, who will present
the programs and who will participate in the programs as guests.

LEGAL BASIS
• Monitoring and evaluation of broadcasting services, one of the
most basic tasks of the Radio and Television Supreme Council, is
carried out by the Monitoring and Evaluation Department, one of the
main service units of the Supreme Council.
• Experts in Monitoring and Evaluation Department are responsible
for following up the radio and television broadcasting services;
The international agreement that the Republic of Turkey is a
party to, Law No. 6112 on Establishment and Broadcasting Services of
Radio and Television Broadcasting, in particular broadcasting service
principles and related provisions and the regulations issued on the
basis of this are in compliance with other laws.

LEGAL BASIS
• Evaluation can be done directly by the experts as well as by
evaluating the complaints from the Presidential Communication
Center (CIMER), Prime Ministry Communication Center (BİMER),
444 1 178 RTÜK Communication Center, RTÜK web and RTÜK email channels.
• Expert reports on infringements of publications are collected and
assessed on the agenda of the Supreme Council which is regularly
gathered every week. Monitoring and Evaluation Department
fulfills other duties assigned by law and regulations as well as
monitoring and evaluation.

REGULATIONS IN THE COUNTRY FOR TERRORISM CONTENTS
Media services during the periods of state of emergency
ARTICLE 7- (1) In times of crises resulting from war, terrorist attacks, natural
disasters and similar state of emergencies, freedom of expression and information
is fundamental and media services shall not be subject to a priori control and shall
not be suspended without prejudice to judicial decisions. However, in cases that
national security explicitly necessitates or a strong possibility that public order will
be seriously distorted, the Prime Minister or the minister to be designated by the
Prime Minister can impose a temporary broadcasting ban.
Temporary broadcasting bans on terrorist attacks in Suruç(20 July 2015), Ankara
Terminal (10 October 2015), Sultanahmet (12 January 2016), Ankara Merasim
Street (17 February 2016), İstanbul İstiklal Street (13 March 2016) and Ankara
Güvenpark (19 Mart 2016), were implemented immediately in accordance with the
regulation above.

REGULATIONS IN THE COUNTRY FOR TERRORISM CONTENTS
Principles for Media Services
ARTICLE 8 – (1) Media service providers shall provide their media
services in accordance with the principles under this paragraph with
an understanding of the responsibility towards public.
Media services;
a) shall not be contrary to the existence and independence of the
State of the Republic of Turkey, the indivisible integrity of the State
with its territory and nation, the principles and reforms of Atatürk.
b) shall not incite the society to hatred and hostility by making
discrimination on the grounds of race, language, religion, sex, class,
region and sect or shall not constitute feelings of hatred in the
society.

REGULATIONS IN THE COUNTRY FOR TERRORISM CONTENTS
Principles for Media Services
d) (Amended: 02/01/2017 - 680/18 Ar.) Shall not glorify and
encourage terror; shall not display terrorist organizations as powerful or
justified and shall not portray terrifying and deterrent features of terrorist
organizations.
t) Shall not present the act of terrorism, its perpetrators and victims in a
way that might lead to the results serving to the aims of
terrorism. (Additional Sub-paragraph: 02.01.2017-680/18 Ar.)
With the amendment of the law (23.01.2017) the sanctions were increased
seriously in case of violation of broadcasting principlesafter the terrorist
attacks. As of today, Turkish broadcasters are sufficiently sensitive about
this issue.

EXAMPLES OF TERRORISM NEWS FROM TURKEY
Ankara Train Station Front
(10 October 2015)

EXAMPLES OF TERRORISM NEWS FROM TURKEY
Ankara Train Station Front
(10 October 2015)

EXAMPLES OF TERRORISM NEWS FROM TURKEY
Ankara Güvenpark
(13 March 2016)

EXAMPLES OF TERRORISM NEWS FROM TURKEY
Suruç
(20 July 2015)

EXAMPLES OF TERRORISM NEWS FROM TURKEY
Ankara Merasim Street
(17 February 2016)

EXAMPLES OF TERRORISM NEWS FROM TURKEY
Explosion in Kızılay Güvenpark

EXAMPLES OF TERRORISM NEWS FROM TURKEY
Bombed Vehicle Attack in
Diyarbakir

CONTROL OF BROADCASTİNG AND ADMİNİSTRATİVE SANCTİONS

According to the Article 32 of Law No. 6112 on the
Establishment and Broadcasting Services of Radio and
Televisions, sanctions are imposed in the form of warning,
administrative fines, program suspension, suspension of
broadcasting and cancellation of broadcasting licenses.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF
TERRORIST ACTS IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Terrorist acts have become a global problem in recent years,
with a significant increase both in Turkey and in the world. The
audiovisual media is still maintaining its position as the main actor to
which the public has referred to receive news during such events,
and plays a major role in the spreading of news that causes viewers
and listeners to form their opinions.
The way in which terrorist organizations or acts of terrorism
take place in the audiovisual media, unintentionally praising these
acts by making news about them, giving news that may lead to fear
and oppression in the society and even hatred and discrimination,
need to introduce more detailed regulations has emerged.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF
TERRORIST ACTS IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
For this purpose, examples were selected among the acts
of terror that took place in different countries during different
years, and the ways in which these were broadcasted to the
public by the audiovisual media, is analyzed comparatively. In
addition to these analyzes, our national legislation has been
examined, including the international contracts with which we
are involved in terrorist acts and The Law No.6112 on the
Establishment of Radio and Television Enterprises and Their
Media Services.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF
TERRORIST ACTS IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
As a result of analysis, examination and studies, a “Guiding
Principles for the Presentation of Terrorist Acts in the Audiovisual
Media” is prepared with the hope that it would help to reach a
consensus in practice among all relevant stakeholders. During the
preparation of the draft, the “Guiding Principles In Terror and
Emergency Situations” which were announced to public in 2010 by
the Supreme Council and the principles proposed by the “Terrorism
and Crisis-time Publications Specialization Commission” which is
created by “Department of Monitoring and Evaluation” in 2014.
The principles proposed by the Supervision and Evaluation
Department in October 2014, were discussed in detail and the
principles recommended by the for Terrorism and Crisis Periodicals
adoption has been decided.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
General Principles
1. Publications relating to terrorist acts should be objective,
verified and knowledge-based in the framework of public
responsibility,
2. In publications related to acts of terrorism, comments, visual
and written presentations that may lead to negative feelings and
thoughts in the public should be avoided,

3. In publications relating to terrorist acts, no images of dead or
severely wounded (broken limbs) shall be published. Images that
reflects the suffering, fear and helplessness of the victims shall not
be published in the respect of human dignity,

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
General Principles
4. Publications relating to acts of terror should not use any sound,
image and / or visual and auditory effects that may cause anxiety,
fear and panic in the community,
5. In publications on terrorist acts, the use of collages and video
clips with musical effects created with on-scene images should be
avoided,

6. No interviews with terrorists should be held. The visual or audio
recordings that the terrorists wants to be published should not be
broadcasted at all,

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
General Principles
7. Vidoes or images of the terrorist acts that are captured by
workers and/or amateurs, should not be broadcasted,
8. Interviews with people who are affected by the terrorist act
should not be published considering it may cause fear, panic and
anxiety in the society,
9. The images from funerals and condolence visits should not be
emotionally exploited and should not be served for the purpose of
terrorist acts,

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Live Broadcast and Archive Images
1. In live broadcasts of acts of terrorism, maximum responsibility
and sensitivity must be demonstrated, taking into account the
likelihood of transmission of unwanted images, sounds and
interpretations; all types of written and visual information should
be given by, "publication delaying technique" or similar methods,
after editorial inquiry,
2. The period of live broadcasts on terrorist acts should be long
enough to enlighten the public,

3. During the publication of archival images, an inscription of
"Archive" must remain on the screen in writing,

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Security Forces and Investigation
1. Live or recorded broadcasting of the operations that carried out
by the security forces against the acts of terrorism shall be
published in such a way that the operations will not be affected
adversely. In this context, to prevent the presence of the facts of
the case, to avoid the presentation of information and / or visuals
that would be used by the members of the terrorist organization
to harm the course of the investigation and / or possible hostages,
2. News and interviews related to terrorist acts must be
conducted at a distance that will not prevent the crime scene
investigation officers and other officials from conducting their
work and not harming the evidences,

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Security Forces and Investigation

3. The photographs, images and personal information of the
terrorist should not be given without the approval of the
security forces,
4. The allegations and comments related to the details of
terrorist acts should not be given without consent of
authorities. Acts of terrorism in which dead or wounded are
present, the numerical data that is not confirmed by the public
authorities should not be published, the information or
testimony of the eyewitnesses at the scene should not be
shared with the public as absolute truth.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Language and Tone
1. The reporters who transmit the developments from the scene and
the announcers in the news center should avoid using expressions
that increase the frightening characteristics of terrorism and increase
the feelings of helplessness in public,
2. They should not contribute to the fear, panic and anxiety that
Terrorism is attempting to create on public opinion through the use of
emotion-intensive language and style in relation to those who lose
their lives in terrorist acts, injured or affected in the negative,

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Language and Tone
3. "Last Minute", "Flash News" band texts used in publications related
to terrorist acts should not be kept on display during the day and / or
excessive repetitions should be avoided, as they may cause
insensitivity on audiences; the action of terrorism should be assessed
as a whole and every detail and / or development concerning the
action should not be presented with “last minute” or similar phrases,

4. In publications relating to terrorist acts, language will praise, honor
and promote terrorist organizations or terrorist acts and legitimacy to
their actions must be avoided.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Victims and Their Relatives
1. The names of the victims of terrorist acts must not be
announcedbefore the authorities notify their families; the family or
relatives of the victim should not be shown on screen while grieving.
2. Interviews with those who have been subjected to acts of terror
and after-action interviews with eye-witnesses shall be published
within the framework of responsible manner, possibilities of the
protection of the rights of such persons and their inclusion in legal
proceedings should be taken into account.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Victims and Their Relatives
3. It should be avoided that the emotional reactions of the victims of
terrorist acts such as crying, blacking out and lamenting about the
trauma experienced by the victims are overly dramatic,
4. Sounds and / or images recorded in front of the crime scene,
forensic medicine, hospitals and similar institutions should be given
in such a way as not to damage the privacy rights of victim and
relatives of victims.
5. Programs dealing with terrorist acts should be prepared in such a
way that the victims of the incident and the victim's relatives should
not be affected emotionally.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Recommendations for Media Service Providers
1. To conduct a strong and functional self regulation and approval
process before publications related to terroist acts in the framework
of the self-regulation mechanism, without concern of rating.
2. Attention should be paid that the correspondents who will make
news about the acts of terrorism are well experienced.
3. Informing the security forces promptly about terrorist acts,
communication requests to media service providers, and
communication requests that may come from persons carrying out
terrorist acts,

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Recommendations for Media Service Providers
4. If media employees reach the crime scene before security forces,
they should be careful not to damage the possible evidence.
5. Sharing of any evidence obtained by media employees on terrorist
acts with the security forces of the enlightening information,
6. The guests invited to news and commentary programs on terrorist
acts are selected from experts of the subject,
7. Ensure that guests invited to comment on terrorist acts avoid hate
speech and not using of provocative and divisive statements that may
cause dissociation between different sections of society.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TERRORIST ACTS
IN THE AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Recommendations to Security Forces
1. Within the framework of the right of the public to receive
information, measures has to be taken to ensure the media
employees can do their jobs in healthy ways.
2. To make sure, the media is well informed about the terorist acts
as soon as possible in order to prevent information pollution.
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